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these assurances and notified the Congress pri-
or to transfers. Requiring the executive branch
to certify to additional conditions would hinder
the conduct of delicate negotiations with for-
eign countries and therefore the effort to con-
clude detainee transfers in accord with our na-
tional security.

Despite my strong objection to these provi-
sions, which my Administration has consistent-
ly opposed, I have signed this Act because of
the importance of authorizing appropriations
for, among other things, our military activities
in 2011. Nevertheless, my Administration will

work with the Congress to seek repeal of these
restrictions, will seek to mitigate their effects,
and will oppose any attempt to extend or ex-
pand them in the future.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 7, 2011.

NOTE: H.R. 6523, approved January 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–383.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 8, 2011

Last month, our economy added more than
100,000 private sector jobs and the unemploy-
ment rate fell sharply. This follows encourag-
ing economic news, from increased auto sales
to continued expansion of our manufacturing
sector.

Now, we know that these numbers can
bounce around from month to month, but the
trend is clear. We saw 12 straight months of
private sector job growth, the first time that’s
been true since 2006. The economy added 1.3
million jobs last year. And each quarter was
stronger than the last, which means the pace of
hiring is picking up.

Now we’re seeing more optimistic economic
forecasts for the year ahead, in part due to the
package of tax cuts I signed last month. I
fought for that package because, while we are
recovering, we plainly still have a lot of work to
do. The recession rocked the foundations of
our economy and left a lot of destruction and a
lot of doubt in its wake.

So our fundamental mission must be to ac-
celerate hiring and growth, while we do the
things we know are necessary to insure Ameri-
ca’s leadership in an increasingly competitive
world and build an economy that will provide
opportunity to any American willing to work
for it.

I’m absolutely confident we will get there. I
am confident, first and foremost, because of
you, because of the ingenuity of our entrepre-

neurs and business owners, the tenacity of our
workers, and the determination of the Ameri-
can people. This is what has made our econo-
my the envy of the world. But we have to do
everything we can to help our businesses and
workers win in this new economy.

Now, yesterday I visited the Thompson
Creek Window Company, a small business in
Maryland. Over the past year, sales there have
grown by 55 percent, thanks in part to an ener-
gy tax credit we created. And this year, they’re
also planning to take advantage of a new tax in-
centive for businesses. For 1 year, any business
large or small can write off the full cost of most
of their capital investments. This will make it
more affordable for businesses like Thompson
Creek to expand and hire.

So, if you’re a business owner, I’d encourage
you to take advantage of this temporary provi-
sion. It will save you money today and help you
grow your business tomorrow.

This incentive is part of the economic pack-
age I signed into law last month, a package that
also includes a payroll tax cut that will mean
$1,000 more this year for a typical family. In
fact, 155 million workers will see larger pay-
checks this month as a result of this tax cut.

Twelve million families will benefit from a
$1,000 child tax credit and an expanded
earned-income tax credit. Eight million stu-
dents and families will continue to benefit
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from a $2,500 tuition tax credit to make college
more affordable.

And millions of entrepreneurs in big cities
and small towns across the country will benefit
not only from the business expensing plan I
mentioned, but from additional tax cuts that
will spur research and development.

Independent experts have concluded that
taken together, this package of tax cuts will sig-
nificantly accelerate the pace of our economic
recovery, spurring additional jobs and addi-
tional growth.

And that’s our mission. That should be the
focus, day in and day out, of our work in Wash-
ington in the coming months, as we wrestle
with a challenging budget and long-term defi-
cits. And I’m determined to work with every-
one, Republicans and Democrats, to achieve
that goal. What we can’t do is refight the bat-
tles of the past 2 years that distract us from the
hard work of moving our economy forward.

What we can’t do is engage in the kinds of sym-
bolic battles that so often consume Washington
while the rest of America waits for us to solve
problems.

The tax cuts and other progress we made in
December were a much-needed departure
from that pattern. Let’s build on that admira-
ble example and do our part, here in Washing-
ton, so that the doers, the builders, and the in-
novators in America can do their best in 2011
and beyond.

Thanks everybody, and have a nice week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:15 p.m. on January 7 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
January 8. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
7, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on January 8.

Remarks on the Shootings in Tucson, Arizona
January 8, 2011

As many of you are aware, earlier today a
number of people were shot in Tucson, Arizo-
na, including several who were meeting at a su-
permarket with their Congresswoman, Gabri-
elle Giffords. We are still assembling all the
facts, but we know that Representative Gif-
fords was one of the victims. She is currently at
a hospital in the area, and she is battling for her
life.

We also know that at least five people lost
their lives in this tragedy. Among them were a
Federal judge, John Roll, who has served
America’s legal system for almost 40 years, and
a young girl who was barely 9 years old.

I’ve spoken to Arizona Governor Jan Brewer
and offered the full resources of the Federal
Government. A suspect is currently in custody,
but we don’t yet know what provoked this un-
speakable act. A comprehensive investigation
is currently underway, and at my direction, Di-
rector Bob Mueller is en route to Arizona to
help coordinate these efforts. I’ve also spoken
to the Democratic and Republican leaders in
the House.

Gabby Giffords was a friend of mine. She is
not only an extraordinary public servant, but
she is also somebody who is warm and caring.
She is well liked by her colleagues and well
liked by her constituents. Her husband Mark
Kelly is a Navy captain and one of America’s
valiant astronauts.

It’s not surprising that today Gabby was do-
ing what she always does: listening to the hopes
and concerns of her neighbors. That is the es-
sence of what our democracy is all about. That
is why this is more than a tragedy for those in-
volved. It is a tragedy for Arizona and a tragedy
for our entire country.

What Americans do at times of tragedy is to
come together and support each other. So at
this time I ask all Americans to join me and
Michelle in keeping all the victims and their
families, including Gabby, in our thoughts and
prayers. Those who have been injured, we are
rooting for them. And I know Gabby is as
tough as they come, and I am hopeful that
she’s going to pull through.
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